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Dear Friend,               February 2011
  
                                                                                               
I pray your year is off to a good start! Ours is!!  We have just been awarded a matching grant for New 
Orleans which means that we need to raise just $30,000 more by the end of this month from our supporters 
to match it.  We really need this in order to make New Orleans happen!  I am calling on you to stand with 
us again as we head for New Orleans in just 48 short days.  

So many of you have partnered with us since we started going to New Orleans 5 years ago after Hurricane 
Katrina.  Together, we have been partnering with local Southern Louisiana and New Orleans community 
groups, local churches and now colleges and universities, to provide over 37 WOW JAMS and over 300 
events.  At those events, 57,950 people attended, 35,857 people were fed, over 40 churches were involved, 
465 bikes were repaired, 1,135 hair-cuts were given, 2,669 kids were ministered to in Kids’ Korner, 2,639 
family photos were taken, 1,417 career counseling sessions were given, 7,208 bags of groceries were given 
out and much, much more.  The best news is that 11,240 accepted Jesus and every one of them received a 
bible!

Why still New Orleans? you might ask.   The deep level of destruction and loss from hurricane Katrina 
left the Gulf area fi nancially crippled. Now, the fallout from the recent oil disaster (that can’t be seen by 
cameras and is not easily measured by scientists with fancy equipment) is the sort of effect that may not be 
felt or discussed openly until long after the boom and skimmers disappear and the media trucks pull away.  
It is the emotional and social toll on individuals, the price families may pay and how communities are 
bound to suffer if something isn’t done.

Environmental sociologists that have spent decades studying the human impact of man-made or 
technological disasters can’t ignore the signs of what’s to come for the next 15 to 20 years.  Among the 
woes to be dished out: depression, marital problems, family violence, crime, substance abuse and suicides.

 

     Great News!!



People who had done response work after 9/11 in New York learned the importance of listening and being 
there for others.  The same problems are happening in the New Orleans area. Kids are acting up, couples are 
fighting, men are hitting the bottle or the ones they love.  A fisherman who can’t stand not working admits he’s 
thinking about suicide. The police department reports that drug and alcohol use has bumped up by about 20 
to 30 percent since the spill.  If just by talking and listening to them is a great relief, imagine what a hot meal, 
haircuts, bike repair, great music, presenting the gospel and praying to receive Jesus will do! 

Most people will tell you right now that they don’t have anybody to listen to them.  “A sense of hopelessness 
and despair is driving many residents to turn to drugs, alcohol, and crime.  Many people still have needs as 
basic as food and clothing.  The city is in great distress and needs organizations that can provide human relief 
through community and religious services.  The offering of hope through physical and religious recovery ser-
vices for restoration to a life of faith, dignity and productivity is what they get at a WOW JAM. 

The slow pace of economic progress combined with the oil spill crisis and ongoing effects from hurricane Ka-
trina makes it difficult for local businesses, community leaders, and churches to conduct community outreach 
events on the scale of the WOW JAMS.  In addition, many churches have been wiped out and leaders and 
people scattered. With your financial support, WOW JAMS can take place on a large scale in devastated areas, 
partnering with community leaders, organizations and churches that really want WOW JAMS, but cannot do 
them on their own.

With your generous support and the matching grant, this is what we can do together over a 10 day period from 
March 18-27:  We can minister to 10,000 people, mobilize and train 1,000 workers in 40 events including 
training, kick-off rallies, meetings, baptisms and the WOW JAMS themselves. Your support will also allow 
interns, including college students from Life Pacific, to attend and learn each morning and put into practice 
what they learned each afternoon at the WOW JAMS.  It will also help in providing a variety of follow-up 
activities including youth events, child-care programs and vocational trainiing classes.  

All of this is within reach…….but we need your help!  Please pray about helping us raise $30,000 in the next 
few weeks and watch it multiply!  There are still openings for you to come for 10 of the most exciting days 
you have ever had.  It is only $850 for the entire time and it is open to all ages.  Check the website for more 
information at wowjam.com.

Thank you and God Bless you! 

Stephen Tavani
President/Founder WOW International

P.S.     Please note our NEW MAILING ADDRESS which is P.O. Box 6308, Altadena, CA 91003. 
           To donate, please make your check out to WOW Int’l or go to www.wowjam.com.     

P.P.S.  In order to help us save paper and to make sure you receive our Newsletters via email as well as up-to-    
           the minute e-mail blasts, please take a moment to provide us with your new email address if it has   
           changed, or just to verify that we have the correct one!  Email us at graphics@wowjam.com !! Thank   	
           you so much for your cooperation!!
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